
Agriculture and 
Food Industry
Data for the year under review 2009

Published by: 	 �
Saxon State Ministry of the Environment and Agriculture (SMUL)
post-office box 10 05 10, D-01076 Dresden
Public phone: +49 (0) 351 564 68 14
e-mail: info@smul.sachsen.de
Internet: www. smul.sachsen.de
Edited by:	
SMUL, LfULG
Layout by:	
Heimrich & Hannot GmbH
Press date:	
July 2010 

	 forage plants    
	 oil seeds
	 pulses  
	 set-aside lands (without regenerative resources)
	 special crops and vegetables
	 root crops
	 cereals incl. grain maize

1993 1995 2000 2003 2005 2007 2009

Cropland use in the Free State of Saxony

100 %

80 %

60 %

40 %

20 %

0 %

GERMANYSAXONYUnit

AREA AND POPULATION

AREA 1)

Total area 1,000 ha 1,842 35,711
Agricultural area (AA) 1,000 ha 1,020 18,765
       Percentage of total area % 55 53
Forest area 1,000 ha 499 10,735
       Percentage of total area % 27 30
Water surface 1,000 ha 36 848
       Percentage of total area % 2 2

POPULATION
Total population (2008) 1,000 4,193 82,002
Inhabitants/km² (2008) number 228 230
Economically active population 1,000 1,939 40,265
Economically active population in 
agriculture, forestry, fishery 1,000 42 866

FARM STRUCTURE 2)

LEGAL FORM
Number of holdings

number

6,896 374,500
Corporate bodies 634 4,700
         of which: Registered co-operatives 198 1,100
                 Ltd's and similar 289 2,800
Natural persons 6,262 369,242
         of which: Partnerships 384 19,100
                 Individual farmers 5,878 350,100
                 of which: Main activity 1,862 157,500
                          Sideline activity 4,016 192,600

FARM SIZE CATEGORIES
Holdings below 2 ha AA

number

140 25,500
Holdings of 2 to below 10 ha AA 2,523 113,100
Holdings of 10 to below 20 ha AA 1,130 67,800
Holdings of 20 to below 50 ha AA 1,013 82,800
Holdings of 50 to below 100 ha AA 634 53,400
Holdings of 100 to below 500 ha AA 989 28,400
Holdings of 500 to below 1,000 ha AA 224 1,900
Holdings of 1,000 ha AA or more 243 1,500

1)	Germany: data for 2008
2)	 �Saxony: Agricultural Support 2009, Germany: Federal Statistical Office, 
	 BMELV: data for 2007
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LAND USE

Agriculturally used area (AA) 1,000 ha 915 16,890
Permanent grassland 1,000 ha 188 4,741
       Percentage of AA % 21 28
Cropland 1,000 ha 721 11,945
       Percentage of AA % 79 71
Fallow 1,000 ha 4 246
Less-favoured areas (2005) 1,000 ha 353 9,426
Leased agricultural land as percentage 
of total AA  3) % 86 62

UTILIZATION OF CROPLAND
Cereals total

1,000 ha

423 6,908
of which:  Wheat 191 3,226
	 Barley 139 1,878
 	 Oats 10 163
	 Rye 44 749
 	 Grain maize, CCM 14 464
Root crops 22 654
of which: Potatoes 7 264
	 Sugar beet 14 384
Oil seeds incl. non food 137 1,507
of which: Rapeseeds 134 1,471
	 Sunflowers 1 24
Pulses 8 83
Forage plants 114 2,347
of which: Green/silage maize 67 1,647

ORGANIC FARMING 4)  
Farmed area 1,000 ha 32 861
Farms number 405 14,500

3) �Germany: Data for 2007 
4) �Saxony: preliminary figures, Germany: data for 2007 



*) since 2009: food industry without tobacco processing
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Employment in the Saxon food industry
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Dairy cow stocks and milk yields in Saxony between 1991 and 2009
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Sources:
 - Federal German Statistical Office
 - Working Party on Economic Aggregates at Regional State Level
 - Federal Ministry for Nutrition, Agriculture and Consumer Protection
 - Statistical Office of the Free State of Saxony
 - Saxon State Agency for Environment, Agriculture and Geology	
 - German  Annual Inland Fishing Report 2008	
	
Unless otherwise indicated, all data refer to 2009. 	
Some of the published figures are preliminary data.	
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EXPORTS BY FOOD INDUSTRY
ACCORDING TO FOREIGN
TRADE STATISTICS  11)

TOTAL EXPORTS
Food industry, total

EUR mln

805 47,287
of which
Milk and dairy products 128 3,276
Cheese 153 2,587
Meat and meat products 89 7,290
Baked products 54 3,747
Nuts and dried fruit 36 534
Vegetable preparations, tinned products 30 535
Cocoa and cocoa products 17 2,593
Vegetable oils and fats 16 1,294
Beer 10 830
Sugar beet and sugar products 8 1,314
Potatoes and potatoe products 4 713
Wheat 21 1,582
Barley 4 151

PRODUCTION AND
PROCESSING VOLUMES

MILK PROCESSING
Milk for final consumption

1,000 t
396 5,288

Other milk products 12) 355 2,950
Cheese 159 2,270

FLOUR MILLING
Milling total

1,000 t
263 7,516

of which soft wheat 203 6,646

MIXED FEED
Processing total

1,000 t

411 18,019
of which cereals 247 9,407
of which oil cake 93 5,924
Mixed feed total 478 20,829

FAT PROCESSING INDUSTRY
Processing of oil seeds and oleaginous fruits 1,000 t 416 11,200

	
	 11)	 incl. unprocessed agricultural products
	 12)	 �sour milk, kefir, yoghurt and mixed milk products
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STRUCTURE OF FOOD
INDUSTRY ENTERPRISES
IN PROCESSING SECTOR  9)

INDUSTRIAL PLANTS
Foodstuffs (incl. fodder and beverages)

number

315 5,220
of which
Slaughtering and meat processing 88 1,327
Bakery production 143 2,421
Fruit and vegetable processing 20 240
Milk processing; ice cream 14 230
Grinding and hulling 4 94
Fodder production 11 198
Production of beverages 26 599

TOTAL TURNOVER ON SALES
Foodstuffs (incl. fodder and beverages)

EUR mln

5,083 128,002
of which
Slaughtering and meat processing 797 34,284
Bakery production 492 13,480
Fruit and vegetable processing 439 8,904
Milk processing; ice cream 2,570 21,511
Grinding and hulling 51 5,130
Fodder production 104 7,030
Production of beverages 892 19,680

EXPORT RATIO
Foodstuffs (incl. fodder and beverages)

per cent
8 18

Beverages n.a. 10) 25

	 9)	Units employing 20 or more persons 
	 10)	 �No data available
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LIVESTOCK

Cattle total

1,000 
animals

507 12,897
of which: Dairy cows 187 4,169
Pigs total 675 26,841
of which: Fattening pigs 222 11,353
                Breeding pigs 72 2,236
Sheep 116 2,350
Hens total (2007) 9,175 114,625
Horses (2007) 15 542

LIVESTOCK PERFORMANCE

MILK PRODUCTION 6)

Total milk production 1,000 t 1,596 28,656
Milk yield/cow kg/year 8,446 6,827

EGG PRODUCTION
Egg production mln eggs 898 8,523
Laying performance/hen eggs/year 309 293

COMMERCIAL SLAUGHTERING 7)

SLAUGHTERINGS

Cattle
1,000 

animals 40 3,463
	 Average slaughtering weight (bulls) kg 357 372
	 Average slaughtering weight (cows) kg 275 301

Pigs
1,000 

animals 572 56,423
	 Average slaughtering weight kg 95 94

MEAT PRODUCTION
Slaughter animals total

1,000 t

66 6,510
of which: Cattle 11 8) 1,167
	 	      Calves – 42
                Pigs 54 5,277

6) �Saxony: preliminary figures, Germany: data for 2008
7) �animals of domestic and international provenance (without poultry)
8) �incl. calves (since 2009)
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YIELDS AND CROP VOLUMES

ARABLE FARMING
Cereals total dt/ha 66.4 72.1
(incl. gain maize, CCM) 1,000 t 2,805 49,748
of which: Wheat dt/ha 71.7 78.1

1,000 t 1,367 25,190
       Barley dt/ha 64.1 65.4

1,000 t 892 12,288
       Oats dt/ha 50.4 50.8

1,000 t 52 826
       Rye dt/ha 52.5 57.0

1,000 t 231 4,270
       Grain maize, CCM dt/ha 92.3 98.6

1,000 t 130 4,527
Rapeseeds (incl. non food) dt/ha 41.6 42.9

1,000 t 557 6,307
Potatoes dt/ha 431.0 443.0

1,000 t 306 11,683
of which: Early potatoes dt/ha 363.2 348.7

1,000 t 7 496
Sugar beet  5) dt/ha 689.9 622.9

1,000 t 975 23,003
Silage maize dt/ha 428.0 445.0

1,000 t 2,889 73,553

HORTICCULTURE
Vegetable growing area in the open 1,000 ha 5 111
Vegetable crop volume in the open 1,000 t 65 3.443
Vegetable growing area under glass 1,000 ha 0.05 1.5
Vegetable crop volume under glass 1,000 t 7 167

FRUIT GROWING
Area 1,000 ha 5 60
Crops 1,000 t 122 1,428

VITICULTURE
Grape area 1,000 ha 0.4 100
Wine must yield hl/ha 23 91
Total wine must 1,000 hl 10 9,139

FISH FARMING (2008)
Fish farming area 1,000 ha 8 39
Fish farms (main activity) number 52 188
Sideline fish farms number 200 11,543
Food fish production 1,000 t 2 11

5) �Germany: Data for 2008


